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8. English Translation of Gajendra Thakur's (Gajendra Thakur (b. 1971) is the

editor of Maithili ejournal “Videha”that can be viewed at http://www.videha.co.in/ . His

poem, story, novel, research articles, epic — all in Maithili language are lying scattered
and is in print in single volume by the title ‘KurukShetram.”He can be reached at his

email: ggajendra@airtelmail.in )Maithili Novel Sahasrabadhani by Smt. Jyoti Jha
Chaudhary

— . —d Jyoti Jha Chaudhary, Date of Birth: December 30 1978, Place of Birth-
Belhvar (Madhubani District), Education: Swami Vivekananda Middle School, Tisco
Sakchi Girls High School, Mrs KMPM Inter College, IGNOU, ICWAI (COST
ACCOUNTANCY), Residence- LONDON, UK; Father- Sh. Shubhankar Jha,
Jamsheapur; Mother- Smt. Sudha Jha- Shivipatti. Jyoli received edjtors choice award

from www.poetry.com and her poems were featured in front page of

www.poetrysoup.com for some period.She learnt Mithila Painting under Ms. Shveta Jha,

Basera Institute, Jamshedpur and Fine Arts from Toolika, Sakchi, Jamshedpur (India).
Her Mithila Paintings have been displayed by Ealing Art Group at Ealing Broadway,

London.

SahasraBarhani:The Comet
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translated by Jyoti

We stayed in the village for 18 months and when my father got transferred to
Patna then | came to Patna via Pahlejaghat and Mahendrughat. There was a rule of
entrance test for admission in the school. Dad made my brother to give test for
admission in class seven and he made me to give test for admission in class six and
seven. Now | came to know why my father had inspired me to learn maths of class six

when | was in class five.

Well, my brother passed the test for class seven and | passed the test for both
class six and class seven in District school. There was rule of wearing uniform for
students even in the Government school in urban area. We, both brothers went to shop
with my father and our school uniforms were prepared —one shirt and one pair of half
pants for each of us. On the very first day of school a fight was just to happen as one
boy tried to tease us. First he called us ‘dehati’ (people from rural area, not stylist) but
that didn’t made us angry because at that age we were considering that word good but
now | realise that he had said that with wrong sense. Anyway when he found us
unaffected then he started calling us ‘Bengali guys’. That was intolerable. We both were
looking like very gentle and quiet so he dared to call us so. | couldn’t bare this insult and

ran to fight with him but my brother stopped the fight.

Now that boy started crying and ran to call some senior student. When he came
back he was not crying and he told me that | was lucky as the boy he went to call had

not come to school that day.

| remained scared for two three days thinking about what would happen if that
boy would come with his hero senior. After a few days the boy quarrelled with someone

else and his hero friend was present that day. He came to our class and hit my
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classmate on his stomach. Nobody saved that boy at that time but after those boys left
we had decided that nobody will talk to that querulous boy and we would make a
complaint against that boy to our class teacher so that he could forward that complaint
to the class teacher of that boy. That quarrelsome boy became worried and again
showed his crooked attitude. He went to his senior friend and said that everyone was
conspiring against him. Then the senior boy came and told every one to stand up but
nobody stood up. Then he told me to stand up. | followed his instruction and stood up.
He repeated that with three or four more boys and all of them stood up one by one.
Then he instructed the entire class to stand up. All followed him. Then that senior boy
started threatening us. But our class monitor acted courageously that time. He told him
about the naughty behaviour of his friend. He gave my reference and asked him
whether | looked like a quarrelsome boy but his friend had teased me too. Then that
senior boy was convinced and he warned his little friend not to repeat such mischievous

acts.

The school days were passing by so on. Once, a boy whistled to tease the
teacher. That boy had escaped to Bombay to be a child actor but returned from there.
Some one once asked him why did he returned from Bombay then he replied that
people working there were B.A., M.A. so he decided to complete at least matriculation.
Now the teacher had left teaching and started investigating about who the culprit was.
According to the majority of opinions one side was separated then one bench was
pointed now it was to be found out that who was that boy among those six boys sitting
on that bench. Then a question was raised that where the sound was came from- right
side or left side. At last the teacher’s investigation ended on two boys. Out of those two

boys one was that Bombay returned hero whose story of trial to be an artist was
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favourite time pass in our leisure classes. It couldn’t be confirmed who that culprit was

among those two.

The diary was blank after that. Nand had returned that diary to his son and there
was nothing to be ashamed of in that diary but Aaruni’s siblings used to tease him for
that incident. Therefore Aaruni torn his diary one day out of anger and this

autobiography couldn’t be turned as a novel.

The mission of Nand to fix disorganisation was at its leisure. Kids had stayed in
the village for 18 months. His salary was stopped for that period. His elder brother
helped him to quit the job of field work and find the job of drawing project in an office by
influence of a politician. He also instructed Nand to visit office, take care of his children

and establish harmony with people around him.

Nand was very obedient to his brother when he came to Patna. He sought one
house nearby the Women’s college in which his daughter got admission. For admission
of two sons he submitted the required forms for entrance examination with correct
information. He invited everyone to Patna. He instructed his nephew to come with all.
He also told him to catch the steamer of the Bihar Government at Pahlejaghat. He didn’t
like the private steamer of Bachcha Babu because it used to be over crowded and not
very scheduled. On the other hand the Government’s steamers were very punctual and
they were not accepting excess passengers. That was the reason why there was a
crisis of tickets. One more advantage in Government’s steamers over private steamer
was that in the Government’s stearmers life of each passenger was to be insured by a

Bima company.
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His wife and children reached with his nephew. Nand was living isolated life in
the Ganga Bridge Colony. He had also prevented his family to associate with
neighbours. But every thing was reversed in Patna. There were three neighbours - one
retired soldier, one policeman of Bihar Government and one worker of Bihar Legislative
Council. Nand had visited three of them with his both sons and introduced himself and
his sons. Nand’s children had started going to school. Nand was travelling 5 kilometres
on his feet to go to the office and while returning to home he used to do domestic works
too like buying green vegetables and other groceries items from the weekly fair on each
Thursdays. The fair was held on Sundays too and he used to buy all household things
by himself. The only job children had to do was to study. Milkman used to drop packed
milk at door. Getting fresh milk was disturbing children’s study as they were supposed
to bring it from the house of the milkman. His elder son, who used to destroy
neighbours’ garden by snipping flowers or throwing grabbles to other’s windows in the
Ganga Bridge colony, was turned much disciplined after staying in the village for 18
months. Nand remembered that he had to go to a neighbour’s house with his elder son
and his elder son asked for his apologise to the lady at whom he had thrown grabbles
when she was looking out through her window. When Nand returned from office then
he came to know about that incident and he immediately made his elder son to say
sorry. The younger son had hit a stone to an elder boy while he was riding the bike.
Actually that boy had promised to stop after completing one circle but he didn’t stop and
continued by saying that he was stopping after completing. He couldn’t convince the
younger one to say sorry as in his opinion he had not done anything wrong. Well those
incidents happened in the Ganga Bridge Colony. When Nand visited to his neighbours

this time his elder son was totally changed but his younger son was like stubborn.

206



Videha ‘=g’ worm &freft arfars € ot o ¢ SIa<l 2008 (AW 2 OTH 93 3(F 1)
famz MfFF A@FT Videha Maithili Fortnightly e Magazine famz ﬁl?.? Videha f3mz

http://www.videha.co.in E ' RLSUEER ST

Both sons of Nand were securing first positions in their classes. Life was going
quite smoothly at that time. All worries of past days were seemed to be gone. A couple
of people from the village were also living in Patna. They used to go for outing on one
Sunday each month - either to their villagers or to a zoo. Once they were visiting zoo
then Aaruni asked Nand “We have come to the zoo, it is written ‘Botanical Garden’ on

the board outside and at the gate it is printed as ‘Biological Garden’.

“In early days, immigrated birds were exhibited in the Sonepur Mela so people
starting calling it as a Zoo. The acres of this land have treasured many trees and each
tree has its name and botanical description written on it so this garden is also a
botanical garden. Later on, it was realised that there are mainly two parts of biology —
one is botany and other is zoology. And in this garden apart from trees, birds and
animals like lions, tigers etc. are also kept. So people found ‘Biological Garden’ as the

most suited name for this place. Old name boards were not removed”, Nand replied.

Once they were in villagers’ house then the topic of discussion was inauguration
of the new Bridge on the Ganges. The inauguration had been postponed for last two
three years. They asked Nand, “In your opinion when will this be inaugurated? The

Chief Minister had said that the bridge would be inaugurated this year only”.

“It will never be inaugurated. | have been hearing this for two three years. When
one pillar is completed, because of excess of sand, it stars cracking after some period.

Again the pillar is broken and new construction begins”

When that discussion started Nand started thinking of those labourers who fell
down from the breaking pillar. Nand was crossed with his colleagues and the contractor
of the project. Nand had expressed his disagreement during constructing one pillar and

after some time that pillar was cracked. The pillar was tried to be broken during night
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time and when it was not done then a big tent was hung to cover the crack mark so that
no one could see that. That incident was remained as a big issue for a long time. The
workers working in that project started respecting Nand a lot after that incident but at the

same time Nand had become a villain for contractors and his colleague engineers.

Everything was good in those days. Nand’s sons used to finish learning all maths
and science of the new class from January to March. But since Nand was doing all
works by himself his children were totally unaware of the world outside. They only knew
the path between home and the school. Where ever they were going out they were
going with their father so their personalities were developed in different way. Nand was
leading a normal life but any discussion about the Ganges Bridge project was enough
reason to disturb him. Therefore he started avoiding his friends by and by and at last he
neither was visiting any one’s house nor does he has any friend. There was a Japan
made transistor of medium wave available in the market in those days. That was the
only source of entertainment in Nand’s house. His children used to call it radio then
Nand used to clarify that radio was very bigger machine in respect of transistor. When
nand had started earning he bought a transistor of the Bush company and took that to
the village. The villagers had crowded to hear that. That Japanese radio was
consuming battery too fast. The batteries used to be finished till 10t day of a month and
those were bought once in a month with the grocery. So that source of entertainment
was not working for rest of twenty days of a month. During those days Nand’s sons
used to play vivid games. Both boys used to make two goal posts at two ends of the
bed. The goal posts were made by joining two plastic toys. Those toys were gifted to
them by someone in the Ganga Bridge Colony. They were using combs to kick the balls

and the plastic made letters used to be balls. The challenge was to make goal by hitting
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the ball from opposite goal post in one stroke. The rules of the game were also different.

In that way Nand’s sons were creating many new games.

The days were passing by in that way. The outing was minimal. Two incidents
happened after that. The first was inauguration of the Ganges Bridge and the other was
that Nand’s both sons couldn’t secure first positions in their classes for the first time.
After that Nand was somehow upset. However, those two incidents were not inter-
related. Since Nand was not justified by the system of the Government and his sons
were not got the first positions, Nand was disappointed. Nand’s blind faith in the
almighty and omnipresent God was again strengthened. Every incident has its reason
and when the reason is not visible then people’s attraction for the invisible God

becomes stronger. And Nand used to be very theist from his childhood.

‘Is Nand at home?” an elderly man having black teeth because of chewing paan

too much, dark complexion and thin body asked after knocking the grill of Nand’s house.

“No, he has not yet returned from the office. He must be coming very soon.

Come in please”, Nand’s son told.
‘Il am coming after some time”, that man replied.

After some time Nand returned in his usual manner of without noticing his
surrounding just hopping towards the home. That man came following him. As soon as

Nand saw him he greeted- “Oh! Shobha Babu! You'’re seen after a long time.”
“You recognised me”, said that man.

In return Nand sat down and started crying, “You crazy man, you are still a mad.”

Shobha Babu was pleased at heart to get such respect.
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Shobha Babu was from the Kachabi village. He was younger brother of husband
of Nand’s eldest sister. Nand’s sister was dead. Daugher of his sister was living with
them but she also died after suffering from the deadly pain in stomach. His brother-in-
law was used to ride horse to collect taxes. But after death of the daughter of Nand’s
sister his relation with his brother-in-law was also weakened without any intention. And

suddenly Shobha Babu met him in Patna after 25 years.

“‘How is my brother-in-law? We told him a lot for re-marriage but he was not

convinced.”

“Those old royal days are gone now. With the end of jamindari the status of the
family had also diminished. But the habit of leading luxurious life was still existed. How
long can one survive by selling lands and properties? People started moving towards
towns to earn. We told him that you are the eldest one. You are habituated to live in

luxury so you cannot labour. We won't feet it dignified.”

Shobha Babu stopped speaking by making an excuse of chewing paan. But the
fact was that his eyes and throat were unable to hide his grief. After taking a break he

restarted,

“After telling this to my brother | left home with some chura and jiggery without
asking for his permission. | went to Simariya Ghat and had a bath in the holy river
Ganges then crossed the river by a boat and finally reached Patna. | worked in a tea
stall for some days. People from our region were not in such a large number in those
days and | was also young. | continued my work there for many years. Meanwhile many
rumours about me were spread in my village like | was dead or | became a priest etc.

Then | started my own tea stall after what | sent a postcard to my family. | have been
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running my own tea stall near B.N. Collegiate School for last five years. | have also

started a paan stall near that”, narrated Shobha Babu.
“Shobha babu! All your teeth are broken.”

‘I got addiction of tea while working in tea stall. But that was not a problem.
When | started a paan shop then | started chewing cold paan after having a cup of hot

tea. This sequence of hot and cold damaged my teeth.”
Both of them started laughing at that.

Again they started chatting. Sister-in-law of Shobha babu died otherwise the
relationship between Mehath and Kachabi villages would be warm now. All misfortunes
came together. Nand recalled that his niece (daughter of his sister) was playing so
nicely. Suddenly his mother told that someone of some family had touched his niece’s
stomach and she started feeling strange pain in her stomach just after that. Even if

many remedies were tried but that strange pain lead to her mysterious death.
“If your niece was live then relation would be alive too”, said Shobha Babu.

But Nand was lost in some other world. He was thinking about the life of his
choice. That family life he was leading at that time, buying groceries, worrying about

children’s results, all those things were just a way to obey his elder brother.

The new bridge on the Ganges was inaugurated and his sons had not got first
ranks in their classes. His daughter had opted for Science i.e. Biology in Graduation.
There was no connection between the inauguration of bridge and degradation of his
sons in study but in Nand’s opinion children’s progress or retardation is reflection of
their parents’ good or bad deeds respectively. He considered his failure in stopping the

corruption in the construction of the bridge and earning to take care of his family to
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follow his elder brother’s instruction in stead of fighting against the corruption as

reasons behind his sons’ degradation.

Meanwhile, children’s uncle and Nand’s elder brother arrived Patna. Nand asked

him whether he came through the new bridge or crossed the river by a steamer.

‘| came by streamer because | was unaware of the fact that the bridge was
opened for public use. | will go through that while returning home as | came to know that

many deluxe coaches are available to cross the bridge”, replied Nand’s brother.

“No, don’t go through that bridge. There are many corruptions done to make that

bridge. Any time it may collapse.”
The elder brother couldn’t understand what happened to Nand.

“Are you ok? How is your health? Is your problem of asthma in control?” asked

the elder brother as both brothers were suffering from asthma.

“No, that is fine. | tried my level best to forget the past, whatever happened
during construction of that bridge, according to your order. | have seen many workers
falling from the collapsing pillars. Hundreds of workers died. The engineers earned a lot
by corruption. Now when the bridge was inaugurated then list of only 17 workers’ names
are sculptured on the stone and kept near bridge and the engineers were rewarded.
This bridge can fall down anytime. When | tried struggling against the corruption then
they retained my salary. Every time | got transferred my salary is retained and | have to
leave my family. Following your instruction | accepted this transfer. | tried to forget
everything, the falling bodies of workers into water, crying families of those workers. |

was having nightmares of such incidents. And now degradation in the results of my
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three children; they used to get the first positions but now condition is changed. This is

result of my own deed. | shouldn’t have left my struggle without completion”, said Nand.

“‘Are you mad? People who had done corruption they will have to pay one day.
You did your duty at your utmost. Who doesn’t take care of his family? Neglecting own
children because of other’s fault is not wise. What is fault of your children?” said Nand’s

brother.

Again both started talking about the village. Nand used to be lost in some other
thoughts while conversation. The elder brother understood that the storm in Nand’s
brain was not going to stop. He kept on consoling Nand. But he had known Nand from
his childhood. He knew that Nand is very stubborn. So he was scared. He was not

talking to Nand’s wife directly but he told her that everything was dependent on her.

Nand went to drop his elder brother to the steamer at Mahendrughat because he
couldn’t trust his brother. He suspected that his brother could go through the bridge

without telling him and the bridge might collapse anytime.

After that Nand started learing astrology. He and his children started wearing
variety of stones in rings. One day, he bouth Hanumaan chalisa for every one at home.
He kept five to ten books extra in stock and started giving to visitors. During that time
Nand met a fake tantrik. He caught Nand’s psychology so nicely that Nand accepted
him as a prophet. That priest had all solutions to Nand’s problems- like how to punish
the corrupted people, how to improve children’s result and many more. The basis of

solution was mantra and tantra on which Nand never had disbelief.

That priest started asking for money for doing all needful rituals. That priest told
Nand that the goddess told him in his dreams that everything would be fine in next

month. He taught him some yoga postures and Nand started following his instructions
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like a student followed his teacher’s instructions. Nand tried that for the entire month but
nothing happened. In that way a year passed. Meanwhile that priest had some financial
problem and Nand had to bear his personal expenses too. That priest’s children also
started tantra. Once a child said, ‘the Goddess is under the bed’ and Nand started
looking underneath the bed to find the Goddess. Again the priest gave proposal of
marriages of his son and his daughter with Nand’s nephew and Nand’s son. Nand was
fed up of his diverted behaviour till then. Nand was happy to be associated with him but
he never liked his children to be associated in that circumstances. At the same time
when Nand’s villagers came to know about that then Nand’s nephew and Nand'’s elder
brother quarrelled with the priest and the priest had accepted the fact that he was not a
real tantric. He promised to return the money he took from Nand but he never returned

that.

That incident was a bid shock for Nand. He was passing by the priest’s house but
he was not talking to him and the priest was also not taking any initiative. Nand’s

daughter got married and again Nand started leading a lonely aimless life.

(continued)
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