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English Translation of Gajendra Thakur's (Gajendra Thakur (b. 1971) is the editor of Maithili
ejournal “Videhathat can be viewed athttp://www.videha.co.in/. His poem, story, novel,

research articles, epic all in Maithili language are lying scattered and is in print in single
volume by the title “AurukShetram. ’He can be reached at his

email: ggajendra@airtelmail.in )Maithili Novel Sahasrabadhani translated into English by Smt.
Jyoti Jha Chaudhary

T " - -

Jyoti Jha Chaudhary, Date of Birth. December 30 1978 ,Place of Birth- Belhvar (Madhubani
District), Education: Swami Vivekananda Middle School, Tisco Sakchi Girls High School, Mrs
KMPM Inter College, IGNOU, ICWAI (COST ACCOUNTANCY), Residence- LONDON, UK;
Father- Sh. Shubhankar Jha, Jamshedpur; Mother- Smt. Sudha Jha- Shivipatti. Jyoti received
editor’'s choice award from WWW.POELry.comand her poems were featured in front page

of WWW.POEIIYSouUp.com for some period.She learnt Mithila Painting under Ms. Shveta Jha,

Basera Institute, Jamsheadpur and Fine Arts from Toolika, Sakchi, Jamshedpur (India). Her Mithila

Paintings have been displayed by Ealing Art Group at Ealing Broadway, London.

SahasraBarhani:The Comet translated by Jyoti
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House was vacant. That was locked. Both brothers along with
their mother started towards the village in that night of Shukla
Paksha. Bus was stopped at the entrance of the Ganga Bridge. The
list of names of dead workers was kept in the corner. Those were
people who died while working in the Ganga Bridge Project. Aaruni
got off the truck and saw the list. Uranw Jha and many workers,
one Jha and rest were tribal adivasi people. Many were dead but
Police used to throw the dead bodies into the river at night so only
thirty names were listed there.

“People falling from the collapsing pillars, | spread the
information to many people but no one took any action. | feel guilty
as | couldn’t avail justice to those families.” Once Aaruni had read
that part of Nand’s diary. He made his mind to search his father’s
diary after returning from the village.

The truck moved forward. The Ganga Bridge was left behind.
Ganga Bridge Colony came next, the witness of Aaruni’s childhood-
school, home, playground, Ganga bridge godown. The stock was
used to be smuggled from here many times. Sometimes those were
caught by police. A big truck was caught one day. That truck had
many wheels. People gathered there like it would be a fair. Kids
were counting number of wheels- 14 or 16.
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Aaruni had forgotten everything in race of his own life.
Corruption, death of workers, father’s struggle everything was evoked
suddenly.

“Everything has come to mind as a memory of father or this
is a reminder of my father’s failure. Why did my father choose this
name Aaruni for me?”

“Son! What did you say?” asked mother.

“Nothing, | just recalled the past by seeing that colony,” said
Aaruni.

“Don’t see this colony.”

The memory of the Ganga Bridge colony had been an awful topic to
be discussed while Nand was alive. Would that be continued for
Aaruni as well? Aaruni’s mother was worried about that.

There was a long silence after that. The ice was broken when
they reached village. The elder brother started crying to see the
body of the younger.

“How can a younger brother leave the world before the elder
one? You had never bother me for any reason while you were alive
then why have you given me reason to cry?” bemoaned the elder
brother.

The villagers started gathering. No body had cooked meal after
hearing that terrifying news. No body knew who telephoned about
that news and who received the news first.
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